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POLITICAL AND SOCIOLOGICAL 


JSP DELEGATION TO U.S, HOPES TO IMPROVE PARTY'S IMAGE 
0W120323 Tokyo KYODO in English 0302 GMT 12 Nov 79 OW 


[Text] Tokyo Nov 12 KYODO--Ichio Asukata, chairman of the No. 1 opposition 
Japan Socialist Party, leaves here Tuesday for a i0-day visit to the United 
States. 


Asukata, the first JSP chairman in office to visit the Unite: States, will 
lead a seven-member delegation which includes Tamio Kawakami, chief of 
the party's International Affairs Bureau, and Tetsu Ueda, chief of the 
JSP Education and Propaganda Bureau. 


The delegation is the third to be sent to the United States by the JSP. 
The first, led by the late party adviser Jotaro Kawakami, visited that 
country in 1957. The second visited there in 1975 under the late Vice 
Chairman Saburo Eda. 


Shifting from sending delegations mainly to socialist nations, the JSP is 
sending the Asukata delegation to the United States to rework the party's 
diplomatic policy and improve ite image among Americans. 


Observers here are closely watching how the Asukata group epproaches the 
Japan-U.S, mutual security treaty and other issues on which the JSP and 
the U.S. Government basically differ. Asukata and his group will meet 

Vice President Walter Mondale, Secretary of State Cyrus Vance and other 


government officials. 


The socialists plan to have talks with Senator Edward Kennedy, who recently 
announced he will run in next year's Democratic Party contest for the 
presidential election. Meetings with other U.S, congressional members are 
also scheduled, 


In New York, the JSP delegation will pay a courtesy call on U.N. Secretary 
General Kurt Waldheim. 


Asukata will give a speech before the Japan-America Society on November 20 
titled, ‘A Message ’rom the JSP to the United States--In Search of Dialogue 


in Changing Japan-'J.S, Relations.’ 
Before returning |‘1ome on November 22, the group hopes to meet and exchange 


views with U.S. labor, presse and other leaders to open a wide channel of 
contacts with the Amticans. 


CSO: 4120 1 








PULITICAL AND SOC [OLOGICAL 


JSP READY TO ARRANGE DIRECT DIALOG BETWEEN UNITED STATES, DPRK 
(W121213 Tokyo KYODO in English 1156 GMT 12 Now 79 OW 


[Text] Tokyo Nov 12 KYODO--Ichio Asukata. chairman of the Japan Socialist 


Party (JSP), is expected to convey to Washington his party's willingness 
to arrange a direct dialogue between the United States and North Korea. 


Asukata, chairman of Japan's No. 1 opposition party, is leaving here 
Tuesday for a 10-day visit to the U.S. He is the first JSP chairman in 
offic. to visit Washington to talk with White House officials and U.S. 
Government leaders. 


In his meetings with U.S. leaders, Asukata is expected to strese the need 
for the U.S. and North Korea to start « direct dialogue immediately as 
the changeover in the Pak Chong-hui regime in South Korea provides a good 
opportunity for possible unification of the divided Korean peninsula. 


He will probably brief U.S. leaders on his talks with North Korean Presi- 
cent Kim Il-song during his visit to Pyongyang in May last year. 


As regards the Japan-U.S. security treaty, on which the JSP and the U.S. 
Government differ, Asukata is expected to propose conclusion of a Japan- 
U.S. friendship pact to maintain the political and military balance in 
the Far Wast after the security treaty is abrogated. 


JSP insists on abrogating the Japan-U.S. security treaty through diplomatic 
negotiations, 


At the same time, Asukata will seek U.S. support for the JSP proposal to 
establish a "“denuclearized Pacific zone" involving the Korean peninsula. 
This proposal has already obtained approval of the labor parties of 

Australia and New Zealand as well as of the Soviet Union end North Korea. 


These are some of the major topics that are most likely to come up during 
Asukata's meetings with the U.S. leaders in Washington and Department of 
State officials. 





Asukata will brief U.S. leaders wbout the serious factioual strife that 
has plagued the ruling Liberal-Democratic Party and convey to them the 
JSP's view that a conservative-prog:sssive coalition government will be~- 
come a reality by the mid-1980s. 


Relations between the JSP and the U.S. Govermment have so far been virtually 
nonexistent. Asukata is expected to convey to U.S. leaders his party's 
wish to normalize its relations with the U.S. Gowerrvment. He will also 


call for active exchanges of U.S. amd Japanese legislators and government 
officials in an attempt to start a “dialogue” between the J/\P and the U.S. 











POLITICAL AND SOCIOLOGICAL 


JS? APPROVES SELF-CRITICAL REPO?T ON ELECTION PERFORMANCE 
0W121201 Tokyo KYODO in English 1101 GMT 12 Nov 79 OW 


[Text] Tokyo Nov 12 KYODO--The . \4n Socialist Party (JSP) Monday decided 
to redouble its efforts to stremj's: the party's unity and to devote all 
its energy to win the House of Cous:“ill».«' election next year by strength- 
ening its organization throughout iis ‘cowatry. 


The JSP's stance toward next year's upper house election was outlined in 
an official party report criticizing the party's election campaign in the 
October 7 general election which resulted in an unexpected setback for the 
JSP. 


The No. 1 opposition approved the self~critical ieport on its performance 
in the general election at Monday's session of its Central Executive Com- 
mittee and will ‘formally approve it at its Central Committee meeting late 
this month. 


The JSP won only luw seats in the 5ll-seat new House of Representative in 
the latest general election, or 11 seats less than the party's numerical 
strength of 117 when the lower house was dissolved last September. 


The report urged party members to work accively to expand the party's in- 
fluence among the people by increasing the total number of registered 
members to the l-million level in the near future. 


It also called for the JSP tu play a leading role in promoting a plan for 
coaliticra of the major opposition forces in formulating a joint Diet policy 
strategy. 


The party Executive Committee's lack of leadership in pushing forvard the 
proposed cooperation with other major opposition parties, including the 
No. 2 opposition Komeito, was a major factor in the party's unexpected de- 
feat in the latest election, the report ;<ip”ed out, 


cso: 4120 

































POLITICAL AND SOCICi‘TCICAL 


JAPAN'S SOUTH ASIAN ENVOYS URGE OHIRA ViSIT TO AREA 
OW1L31159 Tokyo KYODO in English 1055 GMT 13 Nov 79 OW 


[Text] Tokyo Nev 13 KYODO--The Japanese ambassadors stationed in Southwest 
Asian countries Tuesday proposed that Prime Minister Masaj~shi Ohira and 

: other government leaders visit the countries as soon as possible to demon- 
strate Japan's more positive diplomatic approach to the region. 


This and other proposals were made by the envoys to India, Sri Lanka, Nepal, 
Pakistan and Bangladesh, on following their discussions at a two-day meeting, 
which ended here Tuesday. 


The ambassadors said the relations between Japan and those corntries were 
not considered fully developed compared with the relations with the Scuth- 
east Asian nations and oil-producing countries in the Middle East. 


They also complained in the proposal that the countries have never seen 4 
Japanese prime minister tou> the region since 1961 when then Prime Minister 
Hayato Ikeda visited India and Pakistan. They said the Southwest Asian 
countries had a strong desire to strengthen relations with Japan. 


The ambassadors proposed that Prime Minister Ohira, Foreign Minister Saburo 
Okita and other leaders make trips t« the region at the earliest date to 
meet the eagerness of the peoples there. 


The exchange of visits by government leaders would greatly help deepen 
mutua”. understanding and widen the foundation of the relationships between 


Japaa and the southwest nations, they said. 





In the proposals to be presented to Foreign Minister Okita, che ambassadors 
also asked the ;overnment to increase and diversify economic and technical 
cooperation with those countries to assist in the economic development in 
the region. 


Meeting the press, an ambassador described the position of the southwest 
countries in Japanese diplomacy as a ‘chasm’ between Southeast Asia and 
the Middle East, on which Japan has placed a major emphasis. 


Another emvo, said Japanese economic cooperation has beer highly appreciated 
in the countries, but he stressed the need for Japsn to take a step forward 
in assuming 4 positive role not only in economic field but also in the polit- 
ical area. 


CSO: 4120 3 


a 











POLITICAL AND SOCIOLOGICAL 


KOMEITO, DSP CONSULT ON MEANS OF FORMING GOVERNMENT 
OW131313 Tokyo KYODO in English 1233 SMT 13 Now 79 OW 


[Text] Tokyo Novy 13 KYODO--Komeito and the Democratic Socialist Party 
Tuesday agreed to set up a consultative council on the idea of forming a 
middle-of-the-rvad government. 


The agreement was reached at the conference held between Komeito Chairman 
Yoshikatsu Takeiri and DSP Chairman Ryosaku Sasaki. 


According to the agreement, the consultative council is to determine the 
political principles and basic policies to be followed by the middle-of- 
the-road government. The Communist Party, which the two parties suspect 
does not wholly stand for freedom and democracy, is not to be permitted 
to take part in the proposed coalition government. 


The two parties also agreed to step up cooperation between them in order 
to win next summer's House of Councillors elections to provide an important 
chance for them to end the Liberal-Democratic regime. 


They expect the consultative council to draw up a concrete plan for the 
establishment cf a middle-of-the-road government December 6. 


It will shock the Japan Socialist Party cnd other opposition parties that 
Komeito and the DSP have begun to jointly formulate such a plan when the 
ruling Liberal-Democratic Party is still torn by internal dissension, 
political observers said. 


The plan leaves room for LDP dissidents to take part in the middle-of-the- 
road government because it excludes the Communist Party and allows for 
talks with any political force that stands for freedom and democracy, they 
said. 


The exclusion of the Communist Party has been an important problem at the 
consultations held until now between the JSP and Komeito on the idea of 
forming a middle-of-the-road government. 





Komeito has been insisting that agreement on this problem is a precondition 
for the starting of consultations on concrete problems concerning the es- 
tablishment of a new government. 


On the other hand, it holds that the JSP‘s cooperation with Komeito and 
the DSP is indispensable for the so-called reversal of power relations 
between the conservative and renovationist forces in the coming House of 
Councillors elections. 


Observers said that there might be many turns and twists before the consul- 
tations among the opposition parties on the idea of forming a new govern- 
ment come to any conclusion. 


cso: 4120 











POLITICAL AND SOCIOLOGICAL 


KOMEITO CHIEF PROPOSES DRAFTING JOINT PLATFORM WITH JSP, DSP 
0W130635 Tokyo KYODO in English 0619 GMT 13 Nov 79 OW 


[Text] Tokyo Nov 13 KYODO--Komeito Chairman Yoshikatsu Takeiri propoced 
Tuesday that Kor-ito, the Japan Socialist Party and the Democratic Social- 
ist Party draft a joint platform prior to next year's House of Councillors 
electicm to show the nation what a much-talked-about coalition government 
would stand for. 


The leader of the third-largest political party made the proposal to a 
Komeito Central Committee meeting, stressing the responsibility of the 
opposition parties before “possible disintegration of the ruling Liberal- 
Democratic Party." 


Takeiri said Komeito should set its strategic sights on the next year's 
upper-house elect.on through which, he said, the opposition parties were 
likely to rise to the majority in the Diet. 


Takeiri noted that his party had remained calm and quiet beside the drawn- 
out internal strife of the LDP only because of such strategy. 


According to his view, Komeito and the two socialist parties should map 
out a joint government platform clarifying details of how they will achieve 
their respective party lines and political objectives. 


He stated that the platform can be drafted only after each of them reviews 
its policy line seeking possible coordination among their concepts of coa- 
lition rule and its feasible task. 


The Komeito reasserted [as received] that his party can never agree to a 
proposal by the Japan Socialist Party to involve the Japan Communist Party 
in the joint struggle for power by the opposition parties. 


"Political changes of the nation will be feasible only when the Komeito, 
the JSP and the DSP are in concert," he remarked 


Takeiri also told the meeting that the JSP was apparently relaxing its 
intolerance for defense forces and shifting from its long espousal of a 
"disarmed, neutral Japan." 


He remarked this while referring to a proposal for an interim coalition 
government the JSP issued in the middle of recent internal strife in the 
LDP surrounding the prime minister nomination. 


CSO: 4120 8 





POLITICAL AND SOCIOLOGICAL 


"KYODO' COMMENTS ON OHIRA'S DIFFICULT TASKS 
0W090151 Tokyo KYODO in English 0046 GMT 9 Nov 79 OW 


[Text] Tokyo Nov 9 KYODO--Prime Minister Masayoshi Ohira who managed to 
‘orm his second Cabinet Thursday night after more than a month of power 
struggle within the Liberal-Democratic Party faces a severe trial in deal- 


ing with many complicated problems. 


First of all, Ghira, also president of the Liberal-Democratic Party, must 
pick at an esziy date the three top party executives--secretary general, 
chairman of the Executive Council and chairman of the Policy Affairs Re- 
search Council-- the focal point of confrontation between the mainstruvam 
and anti-mainstream factions. 


It is usual for the three posts to be decided before the formation of a 
new Cabinet but this was postponed to a later date due to the power struggle. 


Ohira is reported planning to name the new party executives in a day or two 
in consultations with leaders of anti-mainstream factions--former Prime 
Ministers Takeo Fukuda, and Takeo Miki and former rerty Secretary General 
Yashuiro Nakasone. 


Ohira also must exert all efforts to carry out various pending matters end 
deal with problems left untended due to the protracted power struggle in 
the LDP. 


They include compilation of the fiscal 1980 national budget, a/ministra- 
tive reform and energy cowitermeasures as well as diplomatic ratters. 


Among the diplomatic matcers are the prime minister's projected trip to 
China and the holding of the regular Japan-Sout Korea msinisteria! conference. 


The biggest task facing the second Ohira Cabinet is measures to take in 
respect to the House of Councillors election scheduled for next summer. 


The outcome of the election is expected to have a great influence on the 
future of the one party rule of the LDP. 











Ohira will be faced with the need to repair relations within the party, 
which is in a virtual state of split due to the power struggle, and es- 
tablish a united party structure at an early date. 


As to the selection of the three top executive posts in the party, Ohira 
also must fill the posts at an early date in order to solidify the founda- 
tion of his regime. 


The prime minister already has made known that the post of secretary 
general of the party will not be filled by a member of his faction. 


But the anti-mainstream Fukuda, Miki and Nakas:me factions are taking the 


strategy of monopolizing all of the three posts in an attempt to weaken 
the Ohira regime. 


As a result, the selection of the three party executives is expected to 
meet rough going. 


Even if the selection of the executive posts is completed in some form 

or other, deep schism still will remain within the party, posing a serious 
obstacle to Ohira's attempt to build up a united party structure for next 
summer's upper house election. 


On the one hand, Ohira must deal with administrative measures, economic 
problems and foreign policy, which have been in a state :f acuum for some 
two months since the dissolution of the House of Repres«ntatives in 
September. 


He is faced with a difficult position in rebuilding the finances as he 
has abandoned plans to introduce the general excise tax in the face of 
stiff opposition. 


He will be faced with the need to find other sources of revenue in compiling 
the budget plan for fiscal 1980. 


In retracting demands of the anti-Ohira factions within the LDP that he step 
down as prime minister and president of the party to take responsibility 
for the poor showing of the party in the general election, the prime minis- 
ter maintained that the only way to assume responsibility was to fulfill 
the election pledges made by him. 


Therefore, he will be faced with the need to grapple in earnest with adminis- 
trative reform and carry out his pledges. 


There is a strong sibility, however, that he will be able to go only half 
way in dealing with the problems because of the continuing confrontation 
between the mainstream and anti-mainstream factions. 


The political situation may become confused again if the prime minister 
errs in taking suitable measures. 


10 
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POLITICAL AND SOCIOLOGICAL 


MINISTERS COMMENT ON ‘DEFENSE,' BUDCET 
Foreign Minister Okita 
Tokyo KYODO in English no time given 9 Nov 79 OW 


[Text] "I think that there is enough room for Japan to assume a more posi- 
tive and constructive role by using its economic power," Foreign Minister 
Saburo Okita said Friday. 


Okita expressed his views on how to tackle the diplometic problems facing 
the nation in an interview with KYODU. 


"Basically, I think that diplomacy should be carried out from the view- 
point of people's welfare and security on the one hand, and how to cope 
with problems arising around the world on the other,” Okita said. 


Asked about the possibility of Japan increasing the amount it spends on 
defense, Okita merely said that the security problems should be considered 
on the basis of the public sentiment and within the framework of the peace- 
seeking comestitution of Japan. 


Okita said that in his opinion it was not necessarily desirable for Japan 
to drastically increase its defense expenditure from the present level of 
some 0.9 per cent of its gross national product. 


On the Indochinese refugee problem, Okita admitted thet Japan was under 
attack for permitting only a small aumber of refugees to settle in Japan. 


While citing the difficulty for Japan to accept the people of different 
nationalities chiefly because of its racial homogeneity, the foreign 
minister stressed the need for more positive attitude on this problen., 


Director General Kubota 
Tokyo KYODO in English no time given 9 Nov 79 OW 
[Text] Emji Kubota, director general of the Defense Agency, told « press 
conference Friday 


that he would try to secure a defense budget for fiscal 
1980 equivalent to 0.9 per cent of Japan's gross national product (GHP). 


ll 





Kubota explained that Japan, which was now 4 major economic power, must 
increase its defense efforts since it could no longer seek help from the 
United States without doing so. 


A decision made by the National Defense Council and the Cabinet in 1976 
calls for Japan's defense spending to stay below 1 per cent of its CHP. 


However, due to Japan's rapidly expanding GNP, the Defense Agency managed 
to compile a budget within the 0.9 per cent framework both in fiscal 1978 
and 1979. 


However, since Prime Minister Masayoshi Ohira plans to trim down the growth 
of the national budget for fiscal 1980 due to a lack of revenue, defense 


appropriations in the fiscal 1980 budget is expected to fall short of 0.9 
per cent of the GHP. 


cso: 4120 





POLITICAL AND SOCIOLOGICAL 


SOHYO READY TO CONSIDER JOINING ICFTU 
0W161333 Tokyo KYODO in English 1246 GMT 16 Nov 79 OW 


[Text] Tokyo Nov 16 KYODO--The General Council of Trade Unions of Japan 

(Soyo) says it is ready to consider joining the International Confederation 
of Free Trade Unions (ICFTU) to meet a condition set by the Moderate Japanese 
Confederation of Labor (Domei) before the two iabor organizations can merge. 


Mitsuo Tomizuka, secretary general of Sohyo, will visit Madrid next week to 
attend the 12th ICFTU world convention, the first time for a Sohyo official 
to do so. 


Tomizuka will hold talks with ICFTU leeders and if agreement is reached on 
such basic issues as government euployees' right to strike he will formally 
amnounce Solryo's intention of joining the internation«| {ubor body, sources 
close to Sohyo said Friday. 


Domei has insisted that Sohyo, the largest labor federation in this country, 
must join the Brussele-based ICFTU before it would consider a merger. ICFTU 
has a seabership of 122 labor organizations in 88 non-communist countries. 


"We should go into the ICTTW as a unified group to play a positive role in 
the internetional lebor community,” Domei se! and called for agreement by 


Sohyo as @ precondition for their possible merger. 


Domei is affiliated with the fwsocratic Socialist Party while the Japan 
Socialist and Communist parties back Scohyo. 


the 
the interndtional organization since it has increased relations with labor 
Western industrial countries in recent years. 

















POLITICAL AND SOCIOLOGICAL 


JAPANESE FARMING COMMUNE INVITES INDOCHINESE REFUGEES 
0W180629 Tokyo KYODO in English 0857 GMT 18 Nov 79 OW 
[Article by Akira Muto] 


[Excerpts] Tokyo Nov 18 KYODO--Japan's largest agricultural commune has 
invited displaced people from Indochina, to join its back-to-the-land 
movement and share a life "with no fear for money or war." 


The Yamagishikai, based in Tsu, Mie Prefecture, and with branches through- 
out the country, wants 10 Indochinese refugee families to resettle in its 
communes. 


Since the refugee households consist of four or five members and often take 
in other relatives, the number of refugees to be accepted by the Yamagishikai 
may exceed 40. This is a large number of refugees to be invited by a single 


organization in Japan. 


Of the 500 refugees the government has pledged to admit for resettlement, 
101 persons in 34 families have been granted permission and 74 from 26 
families have already arrived. 


Actual resettlement, however, will follow a three-month language course 
at a state-run facility to be built in Yamato, Kanagawa Prefecture, by 
February, says Kazunori Okinaga, in charge of refugee affairs for 

Yamagishikai. 


Okinaga said his commune is always open to well-wishers, foreign and domes- 
tic, and treats refugees likewise. 


The Yamagishikai does not simply help them out of sympathy, but wishes to 
share a pleasant life free from rules, punishments, orders and obedience, 
he stressed. 


The Yamagishikai was founded in March 1953 by followers of ideals expounded 
by the late Miyozo Yamagishi, a self-made farmer once known for his creative 
methods of raising chickens. 


The Yamagishikai hopes Indochina refugees will come and join in the Toyosato 
Commune and raise chickens, pigs, cows and cultivate the land, Okinaga says. 
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POLITICAL AND SOCIOLOGICAL 


INDOCHINESE ILLEGALS RAP JAPAN'S IMMIGRATION LAWS 
0W160119 Tokyo KYODO in English 0031 GMT 16 Nov 79 OW 


[Text] Tokyo Nov 16 KYODO--in halting Japanese and often with tears, 


youths from Indochina told Japanese professors “once we regarded Japan 
as the leader of Asia, but now our aversion to it is growing day after day.” 


Six scholars of Asian affairs recently met the youths who were valawfully 
staying in Japan on tourist visses after fleeing the mr ravaged and fvlit- 
ically-disrupted peninsula. 


Their conclusion was that they were in fact refuger,, to this country and 
called on the government to relax immigration controls to allow the con- 
tinued stay in Japan of these young Indochinese. 


Prof. Kanji Seki of Tokyo University and the other five scholars promised 
to conduct a signature-collecting campaign and meet the prime minister and 
other top government officials to appeal their caus<:. 


The meeting between the scholare and i5 illegal entrants from Laos and 
Vietnam was recently arranged by a private body concerned about the fate 
of Indochinese youth in Japan, "The meeting of international friendship," 
managed by Hideko Komatsu. 


The Indochinese, mostly overseukwese, left their countries before and after 
1975 and entered Japan on tourist visas after receiving passports in Thai- 
land to Taiwan. Besides these people with double nationalities, some among 
them were former students from Indochina who remain in this country due 

to the political situation. 


Their families are in their fatherlands or in refugee camps. Currently 
they work at hand-to-mouth night jobs at snack bars, restaurants or other 
shops in the amusement quarters of Tokyo. 


Underpayed pert-time workers and fugitives of a kind, always fear\ng eventual 


detection by immigration authorities and possible deportation, the.r hard- 
ships in the Japanese capital culminate when they are sick. 
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A Laotian girl told the scholars "I work like a dog day and night here 
but the worst hardship is the lack of freedom.” 


They complain about Japanese official and unofficial indifference to then 
saying, “Japanese deal with us, Asians, in a quite other ways than they do 
with white people,” and “first I planned to settle in this country but now 
my hope is to leave here for another country.” 


As a fugutive under the Japanese immigration law, one of them said, "I an 


frightened every time I spot at my workshop some visitor looking like an 
immigration official." 


According to their accounts, they will be temporarily released after appear- 


ing at the immigraticn office but will be left in constant fear of a sudden 
deportation order. 


Another youth said, "We are treated as if criminals there and some among 
us were passed from one immigration center to another for half an year." 


Professor Seki said Japanese immigration control is much too rigid in 
comparison with other countries. 


“Justice authorities should learn how to apply the legal code more flexibly, 


considering the situation, before Japan becomes isolated in the international 
world,” the professor said. 
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POLITICAL AND SOCIOLOGICAL 


JAPAN STARTS PRIVATE FUND CAMPAICN FCR LAOTIAN REFUGEES 
0W170103 Tokyo KYODO in English 0050 GMT 17 Now 79 GW 


[Text] Tokyo Now 17 KYODO--A young surveying engineer who stayed in Laos 
for three years from 1973 as a member of the government sponsored Japan 


Overseas Cooperation Volunteers group is staging a fund-raising campaign 
to help Laotian refugees in Thailand. 


Eiji Takemori, 30, who helped in survey work to compile a map of Savannakhet 
town ir southern laos, also submitted a report to the Foreign Ministry and 
other govefnment agencies concerned and sought assistance for some 120,000 


Laotian refugees staying in refugee camps in Thailand. 


Takemori of Hiroshima established a volunteers organization designed to 
help the Laotian refugees fleeing from their country. 


The organisation is :wde up of former members of the Japan Overseas Co- 
operation Volunteers, a Japanese version of the Peace Corps. 


Takemori returned last month from a fact-finding tour of the Thailand-Lacs 
border area where he observed at first-hand the hardships suffered by the 


Laotians in the refugee camps. 


This was his second trip to the Laotian refugee camps following the trip 
made in last November ut his own expense. 


According to his report submitted to the government, the Laotian refugees 


are suffering from a food shortage and they sre being supplied relief goods 
worth some yen 42 daily by the United Nations’ agencies. 


Sauitary conditions at the camps are so bad that the refugees are being 
threatened with epidemic diseases, such as cholera, he said in his report. 


He called for contributions to the refugees fium not only governmental 
agencies but aleo from private groups and individuals in order to help the 
Leot iaas. 














POLITICAL AND SOCIOLOGICAL 


TWO JAPANESE TERRORISTS SENTENCED TO DEATH 
0W120631 Tokyo KYODO in English 0557 GMT 12 Nov 79 OW 


[Text] Tokyo Nov 12 KYODO--The Toyo District Court Monday handed death 
sentences to two terrorists convicted of bombing offices of big businesses 


and attempting to blow up a tra‘’n carrying the emperor. 
A third defendant got life ivprisonment and a fourth, eight years in priscn. 


Sentenced to death were Masashi Daidoji, 31, and Toshiaki Kataoka, 31. 
Yoshimasa Kurokawa, 31, got life imprisonment end Ms. Mariko Arai, 28, 
eight years in prison. 


Among the bombings they were held responsible for was one at the head 
office of Mitsubishi Heavy Industries in August 1974 in which eight persons 
were killed. 


The prosecution had demanded a death sentence for Daidoji and Kataoka, 
both members of the ‘Okami’ (Wolf) group, life prison term for Kurokawa 
a member of the ‘Sasori’ (Scorpion) group, and a 10-year prison term fur 
Arai of the ‘Okami' group. 


In all, 17 incidents were attributed to the ‘East Asia Anti-Japanese Armed 
Front’ formed by the ‘Wolf,’ ‘Sarori' and ‘'Daichi No Kiba (Fangs of the 


Earth)’ groups. 


Of the 17 incidents, 12 involved a series of bomb attacks on big businesses 
between August 30, 1974 and May 1975. Most of the firms attacked were 
those making advances into Southeast Asia and South Korea. 


They included the bombing of the Mitsubishi Heavy Industries (MHI) head 
office building in Marunouchi on August 30, 1974 in which eight persons, 
including passers-by, were killed and 165 injured. 


The prosecution also charged the defendants of plotting to blow up a raeil- 
way bridge on the Ara River on the Japanese National Railway's Tohoku trunk 


line when an imperial train carrying the emperor returning to Tokyo from 
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the imperial villa in Nasu, Tochigi Prefecture, to -ttend memorial rites 
for the war dead on August 15, 1974 was to pass the bridge. 


The prosecution claimed that explosives were laid betwe-4 August 12 and 14 
but the plan was aborted because there were people near the bridge. 


Daidoji and seven of »ers were arrested but ome of them committed suicide 
after this arrest. ‘he remaining seven were later indicted. 


The law enforcement authorities, however, released three of the arrested 
on demands of the Japanese Red a:.2y and they fled abroad. 


Among these three were Ayako Daidoji, wife of Deidoji, and Yukiko Ekita 
who were released from prisons ix Japan in exchange for passengers and 
crew members of a Japan Air Line's jetliner hijacked by Japanese Red Army 
terrorists over India in the autumn of 1979. 


Norio Sasaki, one of the arrested, also was released at the demand of the 
Japanese terrorists who took over the U.S. Embassy in Kuala Lumpur in the 
summer of 1974. 


Three otbers involved in the bombing attacks were placed on the wanted 
list of whom one committed suicide while at large. 


The indictment charged Daidoji and Kataoka of having been involved in 13 
incidents, including the bombing of the MHI building, Kurokawa with eight 
cases, including the bombing of the sixth floor of the Hazama-Gumi (con- 
struction company) head office building in February 1975 and Arai with 
being an accomplice in some of the incidents. 


At the hearings, the defc=dants virtually admitted to the charges set forth 
in the indi¢gtment. 


But they claimed the legitimacy of their actions, saying the series of bomb- 
ings were carried out as a people's struggle against the new colonialism of 
Japanese imperialists and claiming that the emperor, himself, is the fore- 
most war criminal. 


As to the charge of murder in connection with the bombing of the MHI build- 
ing, the defendants admitted that there were strategic errors in the fact 
that they had underestimated the power of the explosives used. 


They claimed that they had made telephone calls in advance in order to 
enable people to evacuate from the scene. 


The prosecution claimed, however, that the defendants still were calling 


for radical armed struggles and demanded severe sentences against them in 
order to protect society. 
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After the Tokyo District Court started hearings on the case in December 
1977, the trial met rough going because of boycotting of the hearings by 
the defendants and othcr nuisance tactics taken by then. 


The vicinity of the courthouse was heavily guarded by police Morday because 
threatening phone calls were received. 


All other hearings scheduled for Monday at the court were postyoned to a 
later date as a precautionary measure against incidents. 
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POLITICAL AND SOCIOLOGICAL 


ROK-JAPAN POLICY--Tokyo Nov 19 KYODO--Fusae Ichikawa, a member of the House 
of Councilots, demanded Monday that South Korean opposition leader Kim Tae- 
chung be returned to Japan from where he was kidnapped to his Seoul home 

in August 1973. In her meeting with Foreign Minister Saburo Okita, Ichikawa 
urged the government to make efforts to truly clear up the kidnapping, 
which authorities of the two countries have claimed was politically settled. 
The veterna Dietwomean also cailed for an overall review of Japan's policy 
toward South Korea and withdrawal of its support to Seoul if the new govern- 
ment turns out to be just a replacement of what dissidents called the oppres- 
sive regime of assassinated President Pak Chong-hui. Okita said in response 
that it is hard for Japan to touch on politics in South Korea as it consti- 
tutes interference with its domestic problems. He said that he thinks things 
have improved there but did not elaborate. “We now have a better climate 
for a dial between North and South (Korea), and Japan should do something 
about it," ta added. [Text] [0W190441 Tokyo KYODO in English 0418 Gut 
19 Nov 79 OW). 


VISIT TO PRE--Tokyo, Nov 7--Haruo Okada, deputy speaker of the House of 
Representatives, Wednesday accepted Chinese ambassador to Japan Fu Hao's 
invitation to visit China and said the visit would be made at an earliest 
possible time. Okada, member of the Japan Socialist Party, called on Fu 
at the Chinese Embassy Saturday morning and held talxs for about an hour. 
Fu told Okada he hoped the deputy speaker of the lower house would visit 
China after the end of the current Diet session. Oka’: replied he would 
visit China, possibly in January next year, after talking it over with 
Speaker of the House Hirokichi Nadao and other parties. [Text] [0W081511 
Tokyo KYODO in English 1212 GMT 7 Now 79 OW] 


JSP, KOMEITO CONSULTATIONS~-Tokyo Nov 12 KYODO--The Japan Socialist Party 
and Komeito agreed Monday to establish regular consultations on joint 
political aétivity. The agreement between the No, 1 and 2 opposition per- 
ties came when JSP Secretary General Shinnen Tagaya end his Komeito counter- 
part Junya Yano met in the Diet Monday morning. The first round of consul- 
tations is set for Wednesday between members of the two parties yet to be 
selected. Tagaya told reporters later Monday that if smooth progress is 
made in the regular consultations, setting up a national council for teking 


21 











over government power will be considered. Yano told newsmen Komeito main- 
tains its policy of not cooperating with the Japan Communist Party for a 
coalition government. It will not let this policy hinder the promotion of 
cooperation with the Socialist Party. This policy can be discussed when 
the idea of cooperation among the opposition parties is expanded, he said. 
Tagaya and Yano agreed that the JSP-proposed cooperation with Komeito for 
the House of Councillors election next summer can be left for discussion at 
the regular consultations. [Text] [0W120545 Tokyo KYODO in English 0533 
GMT 12 Nov 79 Ow] 


REFORM OF LDP--Tokyo Nov 14 KYODO--Top leaders of the three anti-mainstream 
factions within the ruling Liberai-Democratic Party Wednesday agreed to 
carry out a fundamental reform of the party's “money talks" character. The 
agreement was reached at a conference held among former Prime Ministers 
Takeo Fukuda and Takeo Miki and former LDP Secretary General Yasuhiro 
Nakasone at a Tokyo hotel, to exchange opinions on such problems as quali- 
tative improvement of the party and reform of the present LDP presidential 
election system. The three factional leaders also agreed to “oppose the 
appointment of persons, who lack enthusicssm or sense of responsibility for 
the qualitative improvement of the party, to three key party posts." This 
agreement means that the three anti-mainstream factions are determined to 
take all of the three key party posts--secretary general, Executive Council 
chairman and Policy Affairs Research Council chairman. When Hideo Bo, a 
member of the Fukuda faction, conveyed this agreement to Prime Minister 
Masayoshi Ohira, the prime minister replied that he will “select the new 
party officers with sufficient considerac‘on for this agreement," LDP 
sources said. But observers said that the settlement of the LDP's personnel 
issue may be delayed, depending on the attitude to be taken by the prime 
minister toward the strong demand presented by the anti-mainstream factions. 
[Text] [0W141219 Tokyo KYODO in English 1207 GMT 14 Now 79 OW] 


VISITS TO WAR GRAVES--Tokyo Nov 16 KYODO--Prime Minister Masayoshi Ohira 
decided Friday to renew a request during his visit to Beijing early next 
month that China admit Japanese groups to pay homage to war dead in Man- 
churia, now Northeast China. LKyoichi Noro, minister of agriculture, fores- 
try and fisheries, announced Ohira's decision at a press conference after 
Friday's semiweekly Cabinet meeting. Ohira told him about it prior to the 
Cabinet meeting, Noro said. Ex-Foreign Minister Sunao Sonoda made the 
intial request in October last year when his Chinese counterpart Huang Hua 
visited Japam to exchange ratification documents of the Sino-Japanese peace 
and amity treaty. The fiscal 1979 budget contains yen 7 million for such 
visits. However, the Chinese were reportedly reluctant to accept such 
visitors in view of popular resentment of Japan's former occupation of 
Manchuria, [Text}) [0W160537 Tokyo KYODO in English 0522 GMT 16 Nov 79 Ow] 


CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC RECOGNIZED--Tokyo Noy 20 KYODO--The government has 
decided to recognize the Central African Republic which was restored last 
September as a result of a bloodless coup, Foreign Minister Saburo Okita 
revealed at the Cabinet meeting Tuesday. In the coup conducted on Septen- 
ber 20, Emperor Bokassa I of the Central African empire was overthrown by 


22 











former President David Dacko. Okita told the Cabinet meeting Tuesday that 
the Central African Embassy in Tokyo notified the Japanese Government in a 
note verbale that the imperial system was abolished, the Central African 
Republic regtored and that Dacko assumed office as new president. He said 
Japan has decided to notify the embassy of its acceptance of the note. Such 
a move taken by Japan will mean “implied recognition" of the new regime. 
[Text] [0W200353 Tokyo KYODO in English 0338 GMT 20 Now 79 Gu] 


KCMEITO PARTY, SOHYO COOPERATION--Tokyo Nov 16 KYODO--Centrist Komeito 

Party and the General Council of Trade Unions (Sohyo) agreed Friday to 

create a joint council on political affairs to promote cooperation between 

them. The dccord was reached when Komeito Chairman Yoshikatsu Takeiri met 

with Sohyo Chairman Motofumi Makieda at the Komeito headquarters in Tokyo. 
They agreed to jointly fight against the government in policy affairs of 

common interest. The two leaders also agreed to study cooperation between 
their bodied in next summer's upper house election. Makieda told Takeiri 

that Sohyo supports a coalition between the Socialist Party and Komeito in 

the future. Sohyo is the main supporter of the opposition Socialist Party. 

[Text] [0W$61335 Tokyo KYODO in English 1253 GMT 16 Nov 79 Ow] 
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JAPANESE MEMBERS OF U.S.-JAPAN ECOMOMICS GROUP TALK TO THE PRESS 
0W160643 Tokyo KYODO in English 0627 GMT 16 Nov 79 OW 


[Text] Tokyo, 16 Nov KYODO—Mobuhiko Ushiba, named Friday as cochairman 
of the Japan-U.S. economic relations group, said the group's task is to look 
for potential problems in economic relations between Japan and tis United 
States before they develop into political issues. 


Ushiba and three other Japanese members of the newly created group, common- 
ly known as the Wisemen's Group, expressed their views on how to tackle their 
new job at a press conference here. 


The four persons representing Japan are Ushiba, former ambassador to Washing- 
ton; Kiichi Saeki, president of Nomura Research Institute Ltd.; Shuzo Mura- 


moto, president of Dei-ichi Kangyo Bank Ltd.; and Akio Morita, chairman of 
Sony Co. 


Ushiba said the group would study problems which might emerge in future 
Japan-U.S. economic relations from a medive- and long-range perspective. 
i 


As specific issues, he mentioned adjustmen:. of industrial structure, pro- 
ductivity, and the nature of the Japanese mirket, which Americans complain 
is still closed to their products. 


He noted that the group plans to submit a recommendation to the U.S. Presi- 
dent and the Japanese prime minister in a year. 


Muramoto said he saw no particular problems in the financial area at pres- 
ent. But he said there was a possibility of friction in connection with a 
demand from the American side for freer activity by foreign banks in Japan. 


Morita said it was difficult to completely dispel conflicts as long as the 
two countries have commerce and trade relations. 


However, he said, the important thing is to study the basic causes of such 
conflicts and consider how to reduce friction to the siniauna. 
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sides to discuss political and security 
of overall Japan-U.S. relations, Saeki 


» imbalance between Japan's security role and 
of the group is to deal with economic matters, 


on the recent decline of the yen, the businessman dismissed 
— —— 


t it would drastically increase Japanese exports. 
—— ee relations—friction in 
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JAPANESE ECONOMIC MISSION TO VISIT ARCENTINA 
0W120759 Tokyo KYODO in English 0736 GiT 12 Mow 79 Gi 


[Text] Tokyo, 12 Now KYODO—A Japanese economic mission will leave on a 
visit to Argentina Thursday to study the possibility of Japan cooperating 


President Videla called on Japan to extend financial and technical cocpera- 
tion projects when he visited here. 


Japan would determine its stance toward the Argentine request on the basis 
of the results of the survey, the officials said. 


cso: 4120 





PACIFIC BASIN COOPERATION STUDY GROUP SUBMITS REPORT TO OHIRA 
0W141215 Tokyo KYODO in English 0847 GxT 14 Nov 79 GW 
[Text] Tokyo, 14 Now KYODO—Japan and other advanced nations in the Pacific 


the second interim report presenting to the prime minister, and is 
to 
policy toward promotion of cooperative relations among the countries of the 


to facilitate the economic development of the Pacific Basin region. : 
In so doing, the Tokyo money market should be further internationalized and 


be linked to other markets such as those in Hong Kong and Singapore, it 
said. 
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It was imperative to conclude at the earliest date an investment protection 
agreement and other measures to improve investment environment, the report 
said. 


As to the issue of industrial adjustment, Japan should take an initiative 


in opening its markets further by expanding its imports of tropical agri- 
cultural products and other products, it added. 


As a means to develop the Pacific Basin region's human potential, the report 
urged that the government take immediate steps for internationalization of 
Japanese society, especially its universities which have the propensity to 
close its doors to foreign students. 


It also called for establishment and expansion of language centers through- 
out the Pacifdc Basin region in order to realize better understanding among 
the regional countries. 


It stressed the need for enlargement of various funds designed for promotion 
of exchanges of people. It said that immigration control procedures be sin- 
plified to improve transportation networks including improvement of air 
routes in the region. 


In this regard, the government was urged to review the country's nationality 
law, immigation control order and other relevant laws and regulations. 


The report also called for the need to amend the existing laws to enable 
national universities to accept foreign professors as regular faculty men- 
bers and to introduce comprehensive measures, including organizational re- 
form to make foreign students’ admission easier and their study and re- 
search more fruitful in Japanese educational institutions. 


The report expressed hope that Japan will set up educational and research 
institutions of truly superior international caliber. It also said there 
should be an advanced educational and research institution at the graduate 
school level with foreign professors accounting for about half of the faculty 
members. 


These measures are indispensable to the realization of Pacific Basin coopera- 
tion, the report said. 


The Pacific Basin countries were asked to work out the framework for region- 
al cooperation for the development of petroleum resources and utilization 
of coal and marine resources in the region. 


It also called for more expanded use of nuclear power and further research 
and development of such new energy resources as solar energy. 
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Study must be made on possibilities of cooperaticn in this field, including 


Japan's food policy, the report concluded. 
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FINANCE MINISTRY ANNOUNCES JAPAN'S OCTOBER TRADE DEFICIT 
OW161211 Tokyo KYODO in English 1048 GMT 16 How 79 OW 


[Text] Tokyo, 16 Nov KYODO— Japan posted a dollar 1,381 million trad- de- 
ficit in October, the third largest on record, the Finance Ministry reported 


The customs clearance-based deficit compared with the record deficit of dol- 
ler 1,648 million scored in August and the second highest deficit of dol- 
lar 1,446 million last January. 


E 


Boosted largely by high-priced crude oil supplies from abroad, imports gal- 
loped ahead at a 46.6 per cent year-to-year clip to hit an all-time high 


figure broke the previcus record of dollar 10,050 million registered 
the previous sonth. 
te 


Despite the yen's depreciation which made Japenese products sore competi- 
a ae ee Oe ee —— 


b? 


Exports are measured free on board while imports are measured with cost, in- 
surance and freight included. 


In yen terms, exports were valued at yen 2 trillion, up 25.7 per cent, and 
imports totaled yen 2.31 trillion, up 76.0 per cent. 


Increases in crude oil prices accounted for a major portion of the sharp 
gain in imports. 


Although the volume of deliveries of crude and other raw o11 inched up 0.2 
per cent to 21.58 million kiloliters, the cost leaped 99.2 per cent to yen 


cost for a berrel of crude oil was dollar 22.72, up 3.3 per cent 
over September and 65.7 per cent over October 1978. 





Japanese products selling fast abroad included cars and other automotive 
hevicles (up 31.7 per cent in yen terms), steel (up 30.8 per cent), cameras 
and other optica’ equipment (up 34.6 per cent) and tape recorders (up 53.1 
per cent). 


Ministry officials forecast the aation's trade balance would remain in the 
red for some months to come because the uptrend in crude oil prices is ex- 
pected to continue into the coming year while exports were likely to rise 
at a moderate pace. 


Imports from members of the organization of petroleum exprrting countries 
(OPEC) were worth dollar 2,197 million more than exports to those nations. 


This deficit was too large to be balanced out with surpluses the nation had 
in trade with the United States and the European Common Market. 


The trade surplus with the U.S., the largest export market for Japanese goods, 


was dollar 340 million, compared with a dollar 756 million surplus in Sep~ 
tember . 


The surplus with the Eurcpean Community as a whole came to dollar 548 mil- 
lion, compared with dollar 527 million. 
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MITI SEES STABILITY FOR JAPANESE ECONOMY 
OW1313%49 Tokyo KYODO in English 1253 G 13 Nov 79 Gu 


[Text] Tokyo, 13 Nov KYODO--Ministry of International Trade and Industry 
[MITI] officials Tuesday countered a widely held belief that the Japanese 
economy was vulnerable to an oil supply crisis and said they were confident 
of the economy's potential in the current oil supply situation. 


Amid a continuing depreciation in the yen's value against the U.S. dollar, 
the officials said there is little nead for concern that the size of economic 
growth will be constrained by an insufficient supply of oil. 


They said Japan's position in the international balance of payments was no 
worse than the United States’ or West Germany's position. 


then the U.S. and West 


| 
i 
i 
; 


apan vere 
nations, concluding that there would be rekindling of rampant infla 
like in che 1973 oil crisis, although to some extent price hikes would 
unavoidable. 








_ 








Japan has realized a stable economic expansion, a steady increase in ‘abor 
productivity and moderate wage increase, they added. 


Japan registered a balance of payment deficit totaling dollar 4,670 mil- 
lion during the April-September this year, but the degree of burden imposed 
on the current-account balance by increasing import prices of oil is less 
than in the previous oil crisis. The deficit was also due to the growing 


volume of imports and staynant exports, they said. 
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JAPANESE GOVERNMENT RELUCTANT TO APPROVE WAGE HIKE FOR EMPLOYEES 
0W101435 Tokyo KYODO in English 1110 GMT 10 Nov 79 OW 


: [Text] Tokyo, 10 Nov KYODO--The government seemed rather reluctant to ap- 
prove the National Personnel Authorities’ recommendation for an average 
3.84 per cent wage increase for public service personnel for this year, it 
was reported Saturday. 


The National Personnel Authorities (Jinjiin) recommended last August the 
average yen 7,260 monthly pay hike for central government employees retro- 
active to last April. The rate was the lowest in the pas. 18 months. 


Tre government's attitude toward the Jinjiin's proposal will be made at a 
cabinet meeting scheduled for around 20 November, government sources said. 


The National Personnel Authorities will make pay raise recommendations an- 
nually to fill a gap between wages for government officials and private 


company employees. | 


But the sources said Prime Minister Masayoshi Ohira was rather not inclined 
to give full support to the recommendation because of the growing criticisa 
from the public against a series of scandals involving government officials 


and public corporations employees. 


The nation's tight financial conditions stemming from current squeezing 
national revenues also pressed Ohira hard on the wage hike recommendation, 
the sources said. 


Ohira displayed his hard-line stance toward the 3.84 per cent wage increase 

by instructing his cabinet ministers at their first meeting after formation . 
of his second cabinet Friday that they should refrain from receiving any 
increased salaries in view of the deficit-plagued national finances. 


The sources said Ohira's determination to hold down the cabinet ministers' 
pay indicated his stern position to keep government employees’ wage in- 
crease to the minimum as a means to bring thenation's financial condition 
back to normal. 
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The finance and home affairs ministries were demanding that the government 


postpone the proposed wage hike until later this year instead of putting 
it retroactive to last April, because of lack of the government funds. 


The government has set aside some yen 148 billion in the current fiscal 


budget ending next March to cover the personnel expenditure. That is only 
equivalent to an average 2.5 per cent pay increase. 


They said the govermment would be requvired to pay some yen 77 billion more 
to government employees, if the Jinjiin's recommendation for the wage in- 
crease were approved by the governmen”. 


Furthermore, the government will be faced with firm resistance from major 
labor unions of public corporations workers, if it decides to neglect even 
partly the personnel authorities’ recommendation, other sources close to 

the government said. 


The leader of the Council of Public Corporation Workers’ Unions (KOROKYO) 


were demanding that the goverment fully implement the personnel authori- 
ties recommendation. 


The labor camp was reportedly refraining from pressing the government to 
recognize the right to strike by the public corporation workers on condition 
that the government fully implement the wage hike recommendation. 
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COUNTRY GN VERGE OF TIGRTENING UP FOREIGN EXCHANGE CONTROLS 
0W121417 Tokyo KYODO in English 1257 GMT 12 Nov 79 OW 


[Text] Tokyo, 12 Now KYODO--The government and the Bank of Japan appeared 


Monday to have decided to tighten up foreign exchange controls in the wake 
of a sharp decline in the value of the yen againet the dollar. 


The strengthening of the government's foreign exchange controls aims to pro- 
mote the inflow of foreign capital into Japan and check capital outflow, ac- 
cording to government sources. 


The step will be taken, they said, because the value of the yen has been 
dropping on the Tokyo foreign exchange market without any specific reason. 
The government's action will be taken in the form of enlarging the limit of 
the amount foreign benks can switch from foreign currencies to Japanese yen. 
Presently the limit is set at dollar 4 billion. 


The sources said that other steps expected to be initiated by the government 
include: 


--extension of the period of the so-called import issuance (payment deferment) . 
—restraint on issuance of foreign bonds and loans in yen. 


promotion of impact loans (borrowing of foreign currencies for unspeci- 
fied purposes) . 
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CERTIFIED EXPORTS REGISTER RECORD HIGH IN OCTOBER 
0W121429 Tokyo KYODO in English 1059 GMT 12 Nov 79 OW 


(Text] Tokyo, 12 Nov KYODO—-Japan's certified exports registered a record 
high dollar 9,624,682,000 in October, apparently reflecting the effects of 
price increases in dollars, the Ministry of International Trade and Industry 


said Monday. 


MITI said the October figure for certified exports, a leading indicator of 
export trends, represented a rise of 16.7 per cent over the same month last 
year and marked the record high on the basis of dollar prices. 


The percentage of increase was second highest following the record 19.6 per 
cent registered in September last year. 


The previous high in terms of dollars was recorded in March this year when 
certified exports totaled dollar 9,542,365,000. 


In terms of yen price, October's certified exports amounted to yen 2,128,497 
million, the highest figure aside from the record yen 2,209,203 million 
registered in March last year, according to MITI. 


Percentagewise, the October performance represented a rise of 35.0 per cent 
over the same month last year and ranked next to the 40.3 per cent recorded 


in January 1975. 


MITI attributed the export rise to "the effects of price increases in dillars 
rather than the drop in the value of the yen against the dollar.” 


It said the U.S. business slowdown predicted earlier had not actually taken 
place, and this might also have contributed to the increased figure for 


Japanese exports. 
The ministry said the export environment is getting better due to the de- 


cline in the yen's value against the dollar and shipments (from Japan) will 
steadily increase." 
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As for export items, automobiles bound for Western Europe and the United 
ee ot ees eer Stee Sees ⏑ paahwes 
rose 17.2 per cent from October last year. 


MITI said steel shipments to the U.S., Middle East and Southeast Asia 
were up but shipments to the communist bloc nations were down. 


Bearing exports to the European Communities (EC) and theU.S. were up 25.7 
per cent from the same month last year. 


Television shipments rose sharply by 49.1 per cent, aided by increases in 
the volume bound for China. 


Tape recorders centering on video tape recorders showed an increase of 24.0 
oo Son ee Cee 2 ae eae eS ao 
East countries. 


Ship exports also recorded a 12.1 per cent increase for the first time in 
one year and three months, according to MITI. 


Shipments of bicycles also went up five times, against the background of 
a sharp rise in demand in the United States following a gasoline shortage 


in the spring. 


Canned foodstuffs bound for the Middle East and Africa were up 16.7 per cent, 
while chemical products, reflecting the effect of price increases in cheni- 
cal fertilizers bound for China, registered a 41.1 per cent increase. 


Plant shipments, however, were down by 18.9 per cent, showing the continued 
effects of theyen's high value against the dollar in the past and Japanese 
makers had difficulty concluding export contracts. 


Areawise, exports to the United States recorded a 10.9 per cent rise, with 
increases in shipments of automobiles and steel products. 


The volume bound for the EC was up 26.7 per cent. Exports to advanced na- 
tions as a whole also were up 16.7 per cent. 


Shipments to advancing countries, including Southeast Asia and West Asia, 


and to the communist bloc nations also were up 18.3 per cent and 7.6 per 
cent, respectively. 
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WICARAGUA, JAPANESE FIEMS MECOTIATE POWERPLANT CONTRACT 
04100338 Tokyo KYODO in English 0311 Gi 10 Now 79 Gi 


[Text] Managua, Nicaragua, 9 Nov KYODO-—The Nicaraguan Government is expected 
to sign a contract with two Japanese companies by the end of this month on 


construction of a geothermal power plant-—the biggest industrial project to 
be promoted in the Central Americas nation. 


Informed sources said Friday that negotiations between the Nicaraguan Energy 
Agency and the Japanese firms-—-Kawasaki Heavy Industries, Ltd., and Nissho- 
Iwai Co.-—are already in the final stage with both sides discussing details 
of the project, including technological matters. 


The project will be financed with a yen 7.5 billion (about dollar 31 ail- 
lion) loan to be extended by the Japanese Goverment. A Japanese Government 
mission visited Nicaragua late last month for talks with the Nicaraguan 
Government leaders on the loan. 


The construction of the geothermal power plant, the sources noted, is ex- 


pected to greatly promote reconstruction of the Nicaraguan economy, which 
has been damaged badly by a recent civil war. 


The Nicaraguan Government plans to build two other geothermal power plants 
after the first one to be constructed by the Japanese firms is completed. 


The sources also said that, apart from the Japanese-Nicaraguan cooperation 
in the power plant project, the governments of the two countries are now 


holding talks on Japan's extension of a grant aid to Nicaragua. 


According to Japanese Embassy sources, the two countries are expected to 
conclude the talks on the aid also by the end of this month, if everything 
goes well. The aid amount was not known as yet but it is expected to amount 
to more than dollar 1 million. 


cso: 4120 
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Under an energetic plan to cut fuel consumption by 7.3 per cent and spare 
yen & billion, ANA will iutroduce a computer system calied a flight manage- 
ment systen (FMS). 


The system momentarily computes weather condition and the weight of the 
aircraft and tells the pilot the most appropriate engine rotations at take- 


off time, ascending and landing speeds, according to AMA. 


It will save fuel that enables Tristar Airbuses to shuttle between Tokyo 
and Osaka 609 more flights a year than in the conventional system which de- 


pends largely on the pilot's personal experiences and sense, it says. 


AHA also intends to cut by half the amount of water and the number of blan- 
kets served in the cabin, and stopping distribution of magazines to pas- 
sengers. 
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FURTHER YEN DROP NOT POSSIBLE—Tokyo, 7 Nov KYODO--Teiichiro Morinaga, gover- 
nor of the Bank of Japan, Wednesday dismissed the possibility of a further 
drop in the value of the yen. Morinaga told a press conference that the 
Central Bank wiil continue to intervene in the foreign exchange market to 
prevent a further decline in the value of the Japanese currency. The govern- 
ment and the Central Bank are ready to come up with additional measures to 
counter the downward pressure on the yen, he said. Morinaga blamed the fresh 
run on the yen on uncertainties about the political situation in Iran. The 
yen fell to 240.60 to the dollar at one time Wednesday, the lowest level 
since February 1978, despite the Central Bank's continued buying operations 
to siphon off unwanted yen. Morinaga noted the pressure on the yen eased 
after it broke through the yen 240-to-the-dollar level. He predicted that 
the yen is unlikely to fall further at an accelerating tempo. Because Japan's 
balance of payments position is bottoming out, he said, the yen is now under- 
valued. [Text] [0W071411 Tokyo KYODO in English 1109 GMT 7 Nov 79 OW] 


TIGHTER YEN CONTROLS NEEDED--Tokyo, 13 Nov, KYODO--Finance Minister Noboru 
Takeshita suggested Tuesday the government may tighten exchange controls to 
shore up the battered yen, now at a two-year low against the U.S. dollar. 

"It (the yen's depreciation) has gone too far," Takeshita told reporters. 
"Foreign wire service reports said the finance minister would do nothing re- 
garding exchange controls, but action can be taken within the limit of ad- 
ministrative measures." Asked to elaborate, he said he cannot predict any 
measure to be taken in the future, adding that he will closely watch develop- 
ments on the exchange market for the present. [Text] [0W130527 Tokyo KYODO 
in English 0402 GMT 13 Nov 79 OW] 


MORINAGA SAYS YEN UNDERVALUED-—-Tokyo, 13 Nov KYODO--Teiichiro Morinaga, 
governor of the Bank of Japan, said Tuesday the yen was now undervalued 
against the U.S. dollar, judging from the present strength of the Japanese 
economy. He indicated that the Japanese currency was drawing close to the 
bottom. The governor made the remark at a ministerial meeting where Keijiro 
Shoji, head of the Economic Planning Agency (EPA), presented a monthly EPA 
report on domestic economic conditions. Morinaga said he believed that Japan's 
balance-of-payments position was currently at the trough level. He said he 
does not think that the yen's depreciation would continue over a long period. 
The governor said Tokyo's exchange rates tend to be affected more by Japan- 
ese interests’ scramble for dollars for import settlement in several months 
ahead than by fluctuations in London or New York. [Text] [0W130533 Tokyo 
KYODO in English 0440 GMT 14 Nov 79 OW] 


SAUDI ARABIAN AGREEMENT--Tokyo, 9 Nov~--Asia Air Survey Co. of Tokyo said 
Friday it had signed an agreement to establish a joint firm in Saudi Arabia 
with a local business to conduct aerial and land surveying. Saudi Inter- 
national Survey Co. will be capitalized at yen 46 million and owned 40 per- 
cent by Asia Air Survey and the remaining by Saudi Electronics Co. of 
Riyadh, according to officials of the Mitsui and Co. affiliate. [Text] 
[0W130345 Tokyo KYODO in English 0628 GMT 9 Nov 79 OW] 
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ECONOMY EXPANDING, PRICES RISING—-Tokyo, 16 Nov, KYODO--The domestic economy 
is expanding steadily but the price situation is deteriorating fast, the 


previous month. But the overall business activity continued expanding, re- 
flecting steady consumer spending and brisk corporate capital outlays, 


But wholesale prices are rising sharply reflecting an increase in import 

to the depreciation of the yen, it said. Consumer prices have 

to rise as a result of the continued increase in wholesale prices 

the prices of some commodities like home heating oil and pro- 
to seasonal factors, it added. [Text] [OW100104 Tokyo KYODO 

in English 0054 GMT 10 Nov 79 GW] 


FINANCE REFORM-—-Tokyo, 14 Nov KYODO—-The Federation of Economic Organizations 
(Keidanren), Japan's most influential business organization, has proposed 
a reform of the nation's administrative and financial structure. The pro- 


ing administrative and financial reforms. The package called for the govern- 
ment to integrate or abolish some administrative organizations and public 
corporations, set an age limit for public servants, cut goverment subsidies 
and review expenditures for social welfare programs. The package also called 
on the government to place top priority to development of alternative energy 
sources like atomic power, coal and liquefied natural gas (LNG). A stable 
supply of oil will be difficult because oil producing countries have started 
to take policies to preserve resources and seek higher prices, it noted. The 
package proposed the government should work out an annual energy supply plan 
ona year by year basis. [Text] [0W140235 Tokyo KYODO in English 0255 GT 

14 Nov 79 OW] 


ECONOMIC PROJECTION-—Tokyo, 8 Now KYODO-—-In the first economic projection 
since last week's official discount rate hike, a major brokerage house has 
predicted that rising crude oil prices will more than halve Japan's growth 
rate to 2.1 per cent in fiscal 1980. Daiwa Securities Co. said the Japanese 
economy will shrink 0.2 per cent in the coming April-September period-—-the 
first half of fiscal 1980-—but expand 4 per cent in the second half for an 
annual growth rate of 2.1 per cent. Daiwa projected the growth rate in fis- 
cal 1979 at 5.9 per cent. The economy grew 5.6 per cent in fiscal 1978. Daiwa 
forecast a dollar 9.8 billion current account deficit for fiscal 1979 con- 
pared with the previous year's dollar 11.9 billion surplus. But the current 
account balance of payments--trade, invisible trade and transfers--will re- 
store an equilibrium in the July-September quarter of next year, swinging 

to the black in the following quarter for a minor surplus in all of fiscal 
1980, it added. The project was based on the assumption that the discount 
rate will be kept unchanged at the present 6.25 per cent level and that 
crude oil prices will be boosted to dollar 25 per barrel in December. [Text] 
[OW080239 Tokyo KYODO in English 0227 GMT 8 Nov 79 OW] 
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BUSINESS PERFORMANCE SURVEY—Tokyo, 12 Nov--Major Japanese corporations 
have so far shown a better-than-expected business performance in the April- 
September period, according to a survey released by the Wako Economic Re- 
search Institute of Osaka. The research arm of Wako Securities Co. 

said in a survey, covering 235 major corporations, that two out of three 
showed a rise in their current-account profits for the six-month period as 
compared with those six months ago. According to the institute, 30 percent 
of major firms iseved interim financial statements for the period as of late 
last week. It said the results generally indicated a better-than-expected 
performance. The survey said sales chalked up by the 235 firms showed a 
rise of an average 8.24 percent from the preceding semi-annual period. It 
said their current-account profits rose by an average 22.19 percent. It 
also said 154 among them showed a rise in earnings on a current-account 
basis. The good performance reflects strong domestic demand backed up by a 
fast pace of business investments and strong consumer spending, it said. 
[0W130349 Tokyo KYODO in English 0125 GMT 12 Nov 79 GW] 


JAPANESE EYEGLASS LENS CONTRACT--Tokyo, 13 Nov--Hoya Corp. of Tokyo said 
Tuesday it had won a yen 500 million Chinese order for a plant capable of 
producing 10 million eyeglass lenses a year. The contract, signed with 
Beijing's Machinery Import and Export Corporation, calle for construction 
of the plant in Beijing by mext October, the glassmaker said. It specifies 
that no output from the plant will be shipped to Japan, officials said. 
(Text) [Tokyo KYODO in English 0210 GMT 13 How 79 OW] 


JAPAN'S SECURITY HOUSES~—-Tokyo, 15 Nov-—-Three of Japan's four big securities 
houses suffered a sizable fall in their earnings in the business year that 
ended last September. Nomura, the top-ranking securities broker of the na- 
tion, was the sole house to register a rise in profits on the current account 
basis but it also suffered a setback in after-tax profits. Thre three others-- 
Nikko, Daiwa and Yamaichi-——all took a fall in profits on both the current~- 
account and after-tax basis. A steep decline in gains from government bond 
transactions got the most blame for the deterioration in earnings. They 
reported a record performance in the preceding business year backed up by 
brisk bond sales. [Text] [Tokyo KYODO in English 0128 GMT 15 Nov 79 OW] 


LIBYAN PRODUCTS EXHIBITION-——-Tokyo, 7 Nov--The first exhibition of Libyan prod- 
ucts opened Wednesday in Tokyo to help boost their export to Japan. The 
display lasting until 13 November is being held at the exhibition hall of 
the semigovernmental Japan External Trade Organization (JETRO) under the 
joint sponsorship of JETRO and the Libyan Embassy in Tokyo. Jointly sup~- 
ported by the ministries of Foreign Affairs and International Trade and In- 
dustry, and the Japan-Libya Friendship Association, the exhibition also dis- 
plays panels centering on tourism and videotapes on Libyan situation. Japan 
exported to Libya dollar 350 million worth of goods in 1978, up 27.6 percent 
over the previous year, and imported dollar 20 million, down 5.5 percent, 
mostly crude oil and raw petroleum. Libya is now undergoing a dollar 24 bil- 
lion social and economic development program (1976-1980) and is one of few 
countries in the world showing trade surplus due to income from crude oil 
exports. [Tokyo KYODO in English 0634 GMT 7 Nov 79 OW] 


46 














FOOD CONSUMPTION ESTIMATE--Tokyo, 8 Nov-—-The Agriculture, Fo ry and Fish- 
eries Ministry has recommended that further efforts be made irastically 
curtail rice production in the 1980's as domestic demand for the staple food 
is believed certain to decrease sharply in the decade. The ministry made 
the recommendation in a long-term estimate on the nation's food consumption, 
on which the agricultural policy in the coming decade is to be based. Ac~- 
cording to the estimate, Japan's overall demand for rice will decrease to 
9.3 to 10 million tons in 1990 from the 1977-1979 average of 11.48 million 
tons. In contrast with the expected decline in rice demand, the ministry 
said, demand for meat will increase to 5.09 million tons from 3.25 million 
tons in 1977. The ministry said it was necessary to stop rice growing on a 
total of 800,000 hectares of paddyfields and use them for other crops, such 
as wheat, soybeans and feed grains. The acreage corresponds to 28 percent 
of the total paddyfield acreage in Japan. The government plans to adopt 
the agricultyral policy for the 1980’sin March or April next year. [Tokyo 
KYODO in English 0338 GMT 8 Now 79 Gi] 





F-15 JETS TO BE IMPORTED—Tokyo, 9 Nov KYODO--Gen Ryoichi Yamada, chief of 
staff of the Ait Self-Defense Force (ASDF), said Friday he saw no cause for 
any change in a Japanese plan to import U.S.-made F-15 Eagle jet fighters 
for the ASDF because the plane's engine defects had been corrected. Yamada 
told newsmen a Japanese defense attache in the U.S. had obtained confirma- 
tion through the U.S. Defense Department and other quarters that turbine- 
blade, fuel pusp and engine stalling problems had been eliminated. [Text] 
[0W091219 Tokyo KYODO in English 0919 Gyr 9 Oct 79 OW] 


FOOD A{D TO MALI-—-Tokyo, 17 Nov-—-Japan wiJl extend a food-aid grant in rice 
valued at dollar 600,000 plus dollar 470,000 for transportation and insur- 
ance to Mali, the Foreign Ministry announced Saturday. Notes on the Japan- 
ese assistance were exchanged in Dakar Friday by Ambassador Sonoo Uchida 
and Tidiani Guisse, [mame and title as received] Mali’s ambassador to Sene- 
gal. The aid is to be extended in accordance with the food aid convention 
of the international wheat agreement of 1971. Japan is scheduled to grant 
aid to developing countries in rice worth dollar 22 million this fiscal 
year, and the present aid to Mali is a part of that, officials said. 
[0W190611 Tokyo KYODO in English 0519 GMT 17 Nov 79 OW] 


PRC ADVERTISING COOPERATION-—-Osaka, 19 Nov—-Daiko Advertising, Inc., says 

it recently exchanged a wemorandum with the Guangdong Provincial Advertising 
Corporation of China on ad business cooperation. Daiko will send a mission 
to China to cooperate on advertising with the Chinese corporation. It also 
exchanged a memorandum on business cooperation with the Shanghai Municipal 
Advertising Corportion in June. The mission will shortly start negotiations 
with the Beijirg Municipal Advertising Corporation. for similar purposes. 
The Beijing Corporation made a cooperation deal with Dentsu Incorporated 

14 November. [Text] [0W190605 Tokyo KYODO in English 0328 GMT 19 Now 79 Gu] 
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HONG KONG ECONOMIC COOPERATION—Tokyo, 19 Nov--Business leaders from Japan 
and Hong Kong opened Monday a two-day meeting in Tokyo to discuss bilateral 
economic cooperation. Eleven prominent businessmen were represented by each 
side at the second joint meeting of the Japan-Hong Kong Business Cooperation 
Committee and the Hong Kong-Japan Business Cooperation Committee being held 
at the building of the Federation of Economic Organizations (Keidanren). 
They will exchange views on bilateral trade, Japanese investment in the 
Crown Colony, and ways to increase interchanges between Japanese and Hong 
Kong businessmen. The business cooperation committees were established in 
February this year following a visit here by a Hong Kong economic delegations 
in November last year. The committees held the first joint session in 

Hong Kong in March. [0W190605 Tokyo KYODO in English 0115 GMT 19 Nov 79 OW] 


INTERNATIONAL JOINT VENTURE BANK--Tokyo, 10 Nov--Nippon Credit Bank and Taiyo 
Kobe Bank established an international joint venture bank in Budapest joint- 
ly with five banks in Hungary, Italy, West Germany, Austria and France Fri- 
day, according to the two Japanese commercial banks. The inaugural meeting 
of the Central European International Bank was held in the Hungarian capital 
Friday. The newly-established bank will start business next January at a 
capital of dollar 20 million, of which 34 percent will be put up by the 
National Bank of Hungary and 11 percent each by the six other banks. The 
new bank will engage in foreign exchange business and extend loans to ex- 
pand East-West trade. [Text] [0W140323 Tokyo KYODO in English 0111 GMT 

10 Nov 79 OW] 


SIGNIFICANT GAS STRIKE--lliigata, 13 Nov--Japan Petroleum Exploration Co. 
has made a significant gas strike near here, company officials said Tuesday. 
A test well has hit “promising” gas pays at depths of over 2,700 meters, 
they said, adding that the strong gas pressure indicates the daily produc- 
tion potential of nearly 200,000 cubic meters. The find ix located in the 
gas basin in Ojiya, about 70 kilometers south of here. The flow of gas 
stands a good chance uf being accompanied by natural gasoline condensate at 
a daily rate of some 300 kiloliters, according to another report. The dis- 
coveries raised hope that the gas field could overtake the field in 
Kashiwazaki to the south as the largest onshore gas field in Japan. The 
Tokyo-based company embarked on the drilling program this summer. The firm 
began sinking the first well July 20 and had planned to continue drilling 
to depths of 5,000 meters until next February. [Tokyo KYODO in English 
1240 GMT 13 Nov 79 OW] 


WISEMEN'S GROUP MEMBER--Tokyo, 13 Nov--The government named Kiichi Saeki, 
president of the Nomura Research Institute, a private think tank, as a men- 
ber of a Japan-U.S. Wisemen's group to be inaugurated for medium- and long- 
range study of bilateral economic relations, government sources said Tuesday. 
Saeki, 66, a noted economist, was chosen to replace Sabuto Okita who was 
named as a member of the group but was recently appointed as foreign minister 
in the second Masayoshi Ohira cabinet. Saeki will join three other Japanese 
members--Nobuhiko Ushiba, former minister for External Economic Affairs and 
former ambassador to the U.S.; Shuzo Muramoto, president of Dai-Ichi Kangyo 
Bank Ltd.; and Akio Morita, chairman of Sony Corportation. [Tokyo KYODO in 
English 1243 GMT 13 Nov 79 OW] 
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LICENSED IMPORT CONTRACTS—-Tokyo, 13 Nov--Licensed import contracts hit an 
all-time high of dollar 11,614 million last month, 54.1 percent over October 
1978, government figures showed Tuesday. The Ministry of International Trade 
and Industry (MITI) blamed much of the gain on rising prices for crude oil 
and other raw materials. The contracts, an official bellwether of the na- 
tion's actual imports some months ahead, were valued at yen 2,568,430 mil- 
lion, year-té-year increase of 78.1 percent. Although the volume showed 
little change, crude oil imports were priced 2.08 times higher than they 
were a year &@go. Fuel oil imports rose about three times, copper ore 2. 
times and naphtha 2.5 times. Lumber rose 86.2 percent, despite a fall 
volume. All told, the increased costs for crude oil, fuel and other raw 
materials accountedi for 88.4 percent of the rise in over-all contracts 
dollar terms. [Tokyo KYODO in English 1048 GMT 18 Hov 79 GW] 


Bo 


5 


cso: 4120 


49 








OUTLINES OF JFY 79 SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY WHITE PAPER PRESENTED 

Tokyo PROMETHEUS in Japanese Vol 3, No 5, 1 Sep 79 pp 14-18 

[Article by Survey Section, Science and Technology Agency Planning Bureau] 
[Text] For Development of Fruitful Research Activities 


The Science and Technology Agency yearly compiles a science and technology 
white paper so that the present conditions of science and technology in 
our country will be exposed to the general public. The science and tech- 
nology white paper of fiscal 1978, presented on 4 September, was given a 
subtitle, “For Development of Fruitful Research Activities,” and concen- 
trated on the direction of the flexible research system in Part 1. 


Specifically, compared to the past, diversified requests are made upon 
science and technology, which have functioned as the creator of an essen- 
tial social economic foundation in compliance with the changes in situations 
beyond a simple assurance of economical growth--for instance, preservation 
of the environment, securing of safety, improvement of the quality of living 
for people, and assurance of stability and effective utilization of energy. 
Furthermore, it has been pressed with the necessity to satisfy some of these 
needs simultaneously. Therefore, a plan is set to find the kind of research 
systems that should be pursued by the nation as a whole in order for science 
and technology to respond promptly to the diversified requests and to help 
create a truly important foundation for social conditions under the stabil- 
ized economy of tomorrow. 


Additionally, Pert 2 and Part 3 summarize the trends in current domestic 
science and technology, as in other years. This includes trends in research 
investments, techselogy trades and government policies. In this article, 
key points of Part 1 (For Development of Fruitful Research Activities") : 
will be introduced. ; 





l. Characteristics of Latest Research and Technology~-Developmental 
Objectives to Meet the Diversified Needs 


In recent years, there are some changes in the developmental objectives 
of new technology in compliance with the changes in national and international 
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situations. Concerning the technologies which received the “Science and 
Tect nology Agency Director's Award"(1} and the "Okochi Award"(2] as examples 
of development, Figure 1 shows what kind of objectives each of the tech- 

ne Logies has had for a period of 9 years, from 1965-1973, and for a period 
of 5 years, from 1974-1978. Also, the average number of objectives per 
awarded technology up to 1973 was 1.92, while the average number of objec- 
tives up to 1978 increased more than 20 percent to 2.34. As shown here, 
recent development of technology tends to be carried out aiming at simul- 
taneously eccommodating multiple social economic needs. Did the number of 
objectives for research and development simply increase over the past? 
Figure 2 shows the changes in the pig iron output ratio that represents 
general blast furnace productivity, and coke and fuel ratios that represents 
raw coal and heavy oil consumption indexes among the technology indexes 
pertaining to blast furnaces which produce pig iron. 


Figure 1: Objectives of Technology 
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Due to a non-techmological factor that the trend of the economy is shifting 
from high growth based upon cheap resources and a cheap energy supply to 
stable growth under the constraint of resources and energy, the direction 
of technical development has also shifted to a new type of technology con- 
cerned with production efficiency. The conventional mass production 
technology which points to large~scale facilities and equipment for the 
mass production of better products will be replaced by the new technology 
being developed by popular demand stressing the cost reduction in operating 
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the existing large facilities and equipment to produce high-quality products 
at a lower operational rate in compliance with the environmental protection 
regulations by improving resource savings energy savings and yield. 


Figure 2. Changes in Fuel Ratio, Coke Ratio and Pig Iron Output Ratio of 
Blast Furnaces (national average) 
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(Note) 1. Fuel ratio and coke ratio are in terms of consumption required to 
produce 1 ton of pig iron in a blast furnace. Fuel cost is expressed by 
(coke + heavy oil) ratio. 


2. Pig iron output ratio is expressed by daily pig iron output ton /w? 
of blast furnace capacity. 


Furthermore, there are ill-effects from the conventional technology upon 
the social economy, and it is noticed that there is an increase in cases 
where development of new technology is required in order to improve the 
situations resulting from these hazards. Air pollution by automotive ex- 
haust gas has become one of the social problems since the mid-1960's. 

The mechanism of the gasoline engine, as seen in Figure 3, seems charac- 
terized in part by the antinomy in the relationship between the engine out- 
put and the fuel consumption rate and concentration of each exhaust gas 
constituent. In fiscal 1975, when the emission gas regulations were greatly 
tightened, generally fuel economy decreased. Since then, fuel economy has 
been improved yearly by efforts to develop technology and consequent 
achievements in spite of the fact that strict emission gas regulations 
have been in effect. 


As illustrated by the above examples, the current objectives of technical 


development not only have increased in number, but also have changed in 
quality compared to the conventional ones. 
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Figure 3. Relationship Between Air Fuel Ratio and Exhaust Gas Concentration, 
and Between Ey gine Output and Fuel Consumption 
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(Note) 1. Illustration of an example 
2. SBxhaust gas curves are shown as curves at a fixed output. 


2. Research Activities During Transition Period to Stable Growth--Marked 
Deterioration of Environment for Research Activities 


Macroscopically viewing the current trend in the above-described domestic 
research activities which have responded to diversified needs, the grocs 
research investment in fiscal 1974 indicates a negative growth reflecting 
the depression after the oil crisis, but it recovered somewhat after 1975. 
However, in the first half of the 1970's, the growth of research expenses 
exceeded the net national product growth, while they are lower than or 
substantially the same as the NNP after 1975. It seems very unlikely that 
a program to extend large research expense increases will be seriously con- 
sidered in the future. 


Let us look at the roles of each research organization. Each organization 
practices basic research, applicational research and developmental research. 
However, speaking of the percentage of research expenses by type of research 
per organization, universities, etc. concentrate on basic research, national 
and public research institutes focus on applicational research, and private 
corporations concentrate their major efforts on developmental research. 
Accordingly, universities, etc. and national and public research institutes 
play a great role ix basic and applicational research, while private 
corporations contribute greatly to developmental research. Nevertheless, 

the standard of technical development in Japan as a whole has been lowered, 
whereas the standard of applicational and developmental research expenses 

are pointing upward because of the following reasons: Ever since the oil 
crisis, there is an investment trend whereby private corporations reduce 

the standard of investment for basic research which is the source of tech- 
nical development and increase the standard of applicational and developmental 
research; basic research investment by basic and applicational research organi- 
zations is in the state of stagnation on the same level. 


53 











Future research and development in our country is required to divert the 
conventional pattern of following European and American methods to an 
independent technical developmental pattern. In addition, it is essential 
to have the results of basic research accumulated in order to respond 
promptly to the various needs of the time. Thinking of these conditions, 
the current national trend in basic research investment as a whole is a 
matter of serious concern, and it is highly desired that basic research 
investment of every research organization be replenished. 


Next, the research euvironment for each research organization is shown in 
Figure 4 as a relationship between the research activities and the number 
of assistants who directly assist in research, and the research expenses 
close to what a researcher can use directly for research activities are 
substantiated with fiscal 1974 as a standard. Research expenses turned 
upward, with 1975 as a turning point, while the number of assistants 
decreased yearly. With the shift from high growth in the increase of the 
number of researchers to low growth, the number of assistants per researcher 
decreased, and the chart summarizes a deterioration of the environment for 
research activities which owe much to the ability and creativity of 
researchers. 


Figure 4: Research Expenses (substantiated figure) and Number of Assistants 
Per Researcher 
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(Note) 1. The research expenses per researcher include raw material expenses, 
expenses to buy machines, instruments, tools, systems, etc. and other expenses 
(total sum of library expenses and electric, heating and water expenses). 


2. Assistants comprises research assistants and technicians. Office workers 
and others are not included. 














Figure 5: Foreign Technology Dependency and Balance Ratio of Technical 
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balance of new technology trades with advanced countries (export/import) 
fiscal 1975-1977 

fiscal 1972-1974 

A--technology introduction dependent type 
B--technology introduction + technology export type 
C--other type 

general chemical fibers 

ceramics 

precision instruments 

iron and steel 

fats and oils, paints 

drugs 

automobiles 

communications, electronics, electrical instruments 
manufacturers 

machinery 

electrical machinery and equipment 

transport equipment excluding automobiles 

metal products 

non-ferrous metal 

other chemicals 


(Note) 1. Advanced countries imply four countries--the U.S., England, 


West 


Germany and France. 


2. The fiscal 1972-1974 average represents the value of corporations having 


more 


than 100 million yen in capital, and the fiscal 1975-1977 average 


represents the value of corporations having more than 3 million yen in 
capital. 
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3. Characteristics of Private Corporative Research Activities--From 
Dependency on Overseas Technologies to Independent Technical Development 


Private corporations which conduct developmental research directly responding 
to the needs of the social economy are in the process of coping flexibly in 
their share of research activities with the new situation where the pace of 
economic growth has shifted from a high to a stable rate, with the oil 

crisis as momentum. For example, the priority of the research activities in 
the chamical industry is being shifted from the resource gluttonous pattern 
to the pursuit of the function with high added values; in the iron and steel 
industry, to the manufacture of products with high added values and differen- 
tiation of products; in the electrical machinery industry, to basic and 
applied science and technology primarily data processing; in the automobile 
industry, from emission gas control to fuel cost improvement; and in other 
transport equipment industries, from sea and air to the land category. In 
this case, the research investment to the basic and applied research which 
serves as seed for the shift seems to be in a declining or stagnant trend. 
Our future task for the nurture of the seed lies in forming a more efficient 
research system--for instance, by proper distribution of research resources 
to the basic and applicational research stages and by enhancement of coopera- 
tion to further increase the importance of research at basic and applicational 
research organizati ms (universities and nationai research institutions) as 
well as to utilize these organizations efficiently. 


Next, as the premise for the promotion of private corporative technical 
development, the performance level of domestic private corporative technical 
development and the degree of independent technical development were analyzed 
primarily using the technical trades and circulation of patents as an index. 
Analytical results indicated our domestic private corporative research 
activities are reducing the degree of dependency on foreign technology and 
consolidating the predisposition toward independent technical development 
(Figure 5). Nevertiieless, once ou. national technical level catches up with 
the advanced European countries and America, ii will be difficult to carry 
out the same efficient research activities as before based upon introduced 
foreign technology on the assumption of a difference in quality of technology. 
Also, we have various issues original to our country or attributable to our 
most stringent circumstances. Consequently, it can be said that it has 
become necessary to make continuous and better efforts for independent 
technical development. 


4. Research and Development to Meet the Diversified “eeds--Importance of 
Repeating Basic Field Research 


Now let us look at cases of recent successful technical development which 
met the multiple needs and follow up with progress of research and develop- 
ment in order to have a view of the direction of future research and develop- 
ment. There are multiple technical points to be solved to meet multiple needs, 
and the content of the technical points are delicately intertwined. Now, let 
us see what the multiple needs in Figure 6 are. Itemized needs are, in order 
of the rate of appearance, “improvement of quality and performance," “labor- 
saving" and “environmental protection.” Speaking of the intensity of the 
needs, “resource-saving," which ranks fourth, is remarkable. Also, “mass 
production" and “convenience, comfort," which ranked fourth and fifth 
respe:tively in order of appearance rate, both placed eighth. 
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To solve the technical points, some scientific and technical seeds are 
necessary for each solution. According to the analysis of the case research 
pertaining to the whereabouts of seeds and their excavation, in approximately 
80 percent of the technical development, corporations utilized self-supplied 
seeds or conducted a study on seeds single-handedly. In almost 90 percent 
of the total developmental subjects, there were incidents where some new 
important technical problems developed in the process of development. Com- 
paring the whereabouts of the seeds to solve these problems with the same 
question at the beginning of the technical development, corporations which 
claimed, “Tkere were no seeds," or "We couldn't find seeds," increased, and 
the corporations which claimed, "We have begun a study within our company 

to solve this problem," also increased greatly. The majority of corporations 





conduct preliminary research for future development within their own companies, 


but joint research with an outside group increases once the research enters 
into the developmental stage. 


Figure 6. Appearance Rate by Item of Needs and Intensity of Needs (unit: 2) 














| Key: 
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‘ ae. * number of subjects 
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ratio of the number of needs which ranked first in order of priority to the 
total number of subjects (including those which name two or more needs per 
developmental subject). 


2. During case research, it is possible that “improvement of quality and 
performance” and “convenience and comfort" are partially mixed-up due to 
the discrepancy of not showing the definitions of the. itemized needs to the 
recipients of the questionnaire. 
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Next, concerning the cumulative ratio of the number of each research stage 
by the period of the research stage, 50 percent of the subjects to be 
researched completed the basic stage approximately 3.5 years after starting 
the research, as seen in Figure 7, and finished the developmental research 
approximately 2.5 years later. Also, 90 percent of the subjects finished 
the basic and developmental research stages 10.5 and 5.5 years later, 
respectively. Basic research characteristically takes a longer research 
period than the developmental stage, as illustrated in the figure. Looking 
at the total research operation period, 50 percent of research was completed 
in 7 years and 75 percent in 10 years. With the majority of the research 
operated over a long period, a considerable time was spent for basic stage 
research. In order to reduce the total research and development period, it 
is especially effective to shorten the research period for the basic stage. 


The following items emerge as essential to produce new products and manu- 
facturing methods in the future in response to anticipated more diversified 
needs, according to case research: 1) replenishment of basic field 

research; 2) collection and analysis of extensive scientific and technical 
data; 3) wide range of cooperation in research and development; and 

4) institution of research and development plans and objectives, and prepara- 
tion and establishment of research and development systems for the said plans 
and objectives. 


Figure 7. Cumulative Ratio of Number of Each Research Stage by Period of 
Research 





Key: 
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(Note) Basic stage research represents research from seed research to the 
start of the developmental stage research. 


5. Research Activities of the Basic and Applicational Research Organizations 
and Requests From Developmental Research Organizations--A Strong Request for 
Seed Expectant Basic Research 


Private corporations take care of the majority of the research categories 
where the results of research are extensively materialized for the people 
through the economic activities to meet the diversified needs. The accumu- 
lation of basic and applicational research results is essential for the 
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promotion of practical developmental research, and simultaneously it is 
desired that the research results obtained by the basic and applicational 
research organizations be utilized by the private corporations which serve 
as developmental research organizations. Private corporations pay attention 
to universities and national and public research institutes as sources of 
information. Wow, let us see how they evaluate those results from the view- 
point of prqmoting one’s own company’s research and development. As seen 
in Figure 8, universities and national and public research institutes con- 
duct research in accordance with respective objectives. Research activities 
which may not conmect directly to utilization by private corporations are 
not necessarily few, and the evaluations which assess the research as not 
usable from the standpoint of private corporations are increasing. 


Well, then, let us see what kind of requests are presented to the basic and 
applicational research organizations. A request for an enhancement of objec- 
tive basic research (seed expectant basic research) is overwhelmingly 
increasing. 


Figure 8. Evaluation of Basic and Applicational Research Organization 
Research Work by Private Corporations (unit: 7) 




















Key: 
1. lack of originality, not 13. others, no answer 
usable at all 14. others 
2. no opinion 15. usable 
3. others, no answer 16. no opinion 
4. lack of originality, 17. original and usable 
hardly usable 1%. lack of originality and not usable 
5. others 19. lack of originality and hardly 
6. lack of originality but usable 
usable 20. original but not usable at all 
7. usable 21. original but hardly usable 
8. original and usable 22. lack of originality but usable 
9. original but hardly usable 23. not usable 
10. original but not usable at all 24. national and public research 
ll. not usable institutes 


12. universities 
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6. Enhancement of Cooperation of Basic and Applicational Research Organiza- 
tions With Developmental Research Organizations 


More efficient research activities of the nation as a whole are desirable. 

It is now especially necessary to encourage organic technical exchanges 
between basic and appiicational research organizations and developmental 
research organizations, while making the most of their respective purposes 
and characteristics. Each organization acknowledges ever-intensifying needs 
for research and development by cooperation in the future. However, in 
Japan, exchanges among the organizations are traditionally closed-out, and 
the circulation beyond the framework of one organization is rare. If ex- 
changes are practiced, a comparatively large number of exchanges are charac- 
teristically practiced among fellow organizations of a similar type, such as 
universities with other universities, national research institutes with other 
national institutes and private corporations with other private corporat »s. 


Figure 9 shows the results of a questionnaire sent to private corporat ow 

in regard to the factors which block the promotion of their cooperatio  .th 
government-related institutions and universities. Im the case of coope ting 
with government-related institutions, the major blocking factors in order of 
impact are problems related to cooperative plan promotion cystem, problems 
related to handling of research results and problems related to research and 
development expenses. Problems related to the human resources involved in 
research were named comparatively less. In the case of choosing universities 
as partners, the problems related to the handling of the research results 
were the most accounted for. Other blocking factors were the problems 
related to the cooperative plan promotion system and problems related to the 
human resources involved in research. Problems related to budget and research 
and development expenses were called to attention comparatively less. 


Figure 9. Major Blocking Factors for Private Corporations to Cooperate With 
Others by Type of Counterpart 
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7. 





counterpart....universities 
counterpart....government 
120 corporations 


Problems related to cooperative plan promotion systen: 

There are no cooperative planning, coordinating and managing systems 
which can govern official, academic and private organizations. 

Some cocperation is seen in the operational stage, but there is iio 
cooperation in the planning and designing stage. There is no system 
which facilitates discovery and selection of cooperative partners. 


Problems related to budget and research and development expetses: 
Covperation is discouraged by the way the government manages the 
budget, particularly the single fiscal budget principle of the 
government. 

The research and development expenses assessment system is solidified, 
which creates the problem of giving no allowance for risks. 


Problems related to human resources: 
Universities adhere to the chair system, which makes the free circula- 
tion of human resources difficult. 


Problems related to institutions and facilities: 
Management of cooperative institutions and facilities is cumbersome. 


Problems related to the handling of research results: 

Possession of rights and interests to the achievements and industrial 
ownership pose problems. 

It is difficilt to keep a secret pertaining to the research results. 

It is difficult to cooperate with universities etc. since they propose 
the publication of the research results as a condition for cooperation. 


Conc lusion 


Social and economic needs will continue to increase, change and diversify as 
time passes. in order to fulfill its role, science and technology must 
promptiy meet these Leeds and pave the way for the technical results to be 
accepted into society. In some cases, multiple social and ecvnomic needs 
will not be technically compatible with one another. It is, therefore, 
necessary to have technical seeds which spread over numerous fields to 
answer flexibly and promptly the above needs. Accumulation, excavation and 
nuture of these seeds are essential. 


For the achievement of this objective, ‘t is, first of all, necessary to 
replenish basic and applicational research and to accum late its resuits, 
since it is often the results of the basic and applicaticaal research in 
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many fields which serve as technical seeds. Secondly, it is necessary for 
the nation as a whole to utilize effectively the knowledge and experience 
accumulated by basic and applicational research organizations, and to 
facilitate continuous exchange of scientific and technical results among 
all research organizations through the interchange of research expenses 
and researchers. 


FOOTNOTES 


1. The Science and Technology Agency Director's Award is a system operated 
annually by the Science and Technology Agency as one of the science and 
technology promotion policies, and honors and commends the achievements 
of the award recipients whose distinguished services contributed to the 
improvement of the national science and technology standards. The tech- 
nelogies discussed in the white paper are the work of researchers or 
inventors who contributed to the development of excellent domestic tech: 
nology. 


2. The Okochi Award is presented annually by the Okochi Commemorative 
Committee (Foundation) to those who particularly excelled in services 
relating to the enforcement of production engineering, production 
technology and mass production system, etc. in order to contribute to 
the progress of our national economy and culture by facilitating the 
improvement of science and technology and the promotion of industries 
in commemoration of the achievement of Dr Masatoshi Okochi. 


8940 
cso: 4105 
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POWER COMPANY ORDERED TO RECHECK ITS REACTOR 
0W151235 Tokyo KYODO in English 0959 GMT 15 Nov 79 OW 


[Text] Tokyo, 15 Nov, KYODO—-The Ministry of International Trade and In- 
dustry ordered Kansai Electric Power Co. Thursday to recheck its Takahama 
reactor in Fukui Prefecture, where 80 tons of primary coolant leaked from 
the circulating pressurized-wate:r system on 3 November. 


MITI Chief Yoshitake Sasaki gave the instruc‘iton verbally and in writing to 
Shoichiro Sagaki, president of the Osaka-based utility. 


MITI experts reported Monday that the mishap was due to worker error in 
replacing a plug in coolant-water piping during a regularly scheduled in- 
spection. 


An electrical malfunction at the company’s Oi Atomic Power Plant in the same 
prefecture July 14 caused the reactor's emergency core cooling system to be 
activated. That accident was blamed on inadequate inspection of the plant's 


equipment. 


Neither mishap resvlted in casualties or tne escape of contaminated mater- 
ial to the environment, but the one this month was considered potentially 


dangerous. 


Kansai Electric was ordered to completely review its inspection and safety 
procedures and intensify the safety awareness of all its nuclear power 
workers. It was also ordered to report to MITi on the results of its actions 


to comply. 


The ministry also sent written caution notices to five other electrical 
utilities operating atomic plants. 


cso: 4120 
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SURVEY SHIP TO ANTARCTIC--Tokyo, 20 Nov KYODO-—-The survey ship Fuji will set 
out for the Antarctic Wednesday with a wintering team of 33 experts and 
scientists aboard to carry out geological and meteorological studies on 
the continent. The 5,570-ton icebreaker will also carry another 10-member 
team to stay there during the Antarctic summer. The scientists will set 
off artificial earthquakes to learn more about geological features around 
Showa base on the Lutzo-Holmukta Bay and clues to whether or not the area 
contains exploitable minerals. They will also look into how the ice-locked 
continent affects climates in other parts of the world as part of a joint 
study with experts from other countries. Fenguins and seals are another 
major concern of the scientists in their first environmental study in 21 
annual trips to the continent so far. [Text] [OW200801 Tokyo KYODO in Eng- 
lish 0702 GMT 20 Nov 79 OW] 


FIRST SEMINAR ON PLASMA—-Nagoya, 12 Nov KYODO-—-Japan and the Soviet Union are 
scheduled to open their first seminar on plasma for nuclear fusion at Nagoya 
University’s Plagma Research Institute Tuesday. The four-day seminar is to 
be held under a bilateral agreement on scientific and technological coopera- 
tion signed in October 1973. The Soviet Union's delegation of six menbers 
will be headed by 0. Pavlichenko, chief of the Kharkov Physics Research In- 
stitute of the Ukraine Republic Academy of Scientists. The Japanese to take 
part are leading scientists, numbering about 60. The Japanese and Soviet 
scientists will exchange assessments on high-temperature plasma and plasma 
containment devices they have obtained or developed. [Text] [Tokyo KYODO in 
English no time given 12 Nov 79 OW] 


NUCLEAR FUEL REPROCESSING PLANT--Mito, 19 Nov--The Power Reactor and Nuclear 
Fuel Development Corporation resumed trial operation of the used nuclear fuel 
reprocessing plant in Tokai, Ibaraki Prefecture, Monday after the lapse of 

15 months. The plant will reprocess about five tons of spent nuclear fuel 
in preparatory operation and then reprocess sore seven tons more in a com- 
prehensive test until the end of next January. The corporation plans to col- 
lect some 170 kilograms of plutonium in the aggregate during the trial oper- 
ations. The plan had been under repairs since August last year when trouble 
developed during its trial operation. [Text] [Tokyo KYODO in English 0415 
GMT 19 Nov 79 OW] 
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